Pastors Report AGM 2010

Wow! Another twelve months seem to have vanishet thie snap of our
fingers and what a twelve months it's been. | amy geateful and thankful to all who
lead, serve and minister within the life of Devort@aptist Church. I'm not going to
try and make a list of what has happened or bear ttos year, as | know that much
of this will be stated in the reports of others.

It has been a spiritually challenging year for ntfyaad the Pastoral Leadership
Team, as we've discerned, prayed and sought, wisathat God is calling us toward
as His church within Devonport and beyond. Acaogdio God’s word, By his

divine power, God has given us everything we neeliving a godly life.”and so,
“the more you growke this, the more productive and useful you talin your
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Chris{l Peter 1:3 & 8)

| believe that as God'’s church we are expecteddw gnd that God will give us what
it is we need for this growth to occur, both asviduals and corporately. Growth is a
two fold process, of spiritual development and nacaéincrease, for the kingdom of
God. | don’t believe that growing through trandfem other churches is what God
had in mind either. Nor do | believe that growtlintended by biological means. The
only truly viable means of church growth is convemsgrowth. As God’s church our
one call in life is to do as our Lord askesus came and told his disciples, “I have
been given complete authority in heaven and orhedf Therefore, go and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in tiz@ne of the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples w®yadl the commands | have given
you. And be sure of this: | am with you alwaysneweethe end of the agéMatt.
28:18-20)

We are called to,l6ve the Lord your God with all your heart, all yaoul, all your
mind, and all your strength.’31 The second is elyuatportant: ‘Love your neighbor
as yourself.” No other commandment is greater tin@se.” (Mark 12:30-31)

Evangelistic behaviour is the primary task of tharch, not just Sunday worship
services, yet we spend up to 60% of our resouncg®Hort on being prepared for a
one and a half hour portion of our week. God’s wetts us,14 Dear brothers and
sisters, what's the use of saying you have fagouf don’t prove it by your actions?
That kind of faith can’t save anyor{@ames 2:14) Like Jesus’ commission to all
disciples, James’ statement clearly says thataitlr is meant to be active, so that
people are saved. Whether we are active in a mnistir work, in retirement, or our
daily lives, our actions are meant to bring abal¢ation, lives saved from sin.

“If lay people cannot find any spiritual
meaning to their work, they are condemned
to living a certain dual life; not connecting
what they do on a Sunday with what they
do the rest of the week.”

William Diehl

In our foyer we have this statementyé are a family following God’s way to life,
with purpose, prayer and passion”. And we aim to......

Discover Jesus Become Like Jesus Comicate Jesus’ Love



If we are truly going to do and be the church Galisaus to be, we must be one that
lives in the present/future, while valuing our p&8t can not live in the past/present,
for the past is the past, only our present and-éutan be lived to its fullest potential
under God’s direction.

Below | have tried to put into words the visiondlieve God has given me for
Devonport Baptist Church and the shifts that Idaadi God wants us to take as we
move forward.

1.

From a‘one size fits all’ congregationto multiple congregations that are
appropriate for their target demographic.

Fromprayer being an extra activity in the life of churd, to being central
and vital, in the life of church.

From a church withjust a few’ small groupsto having so many small
groups, that we need a full time small group coordhiator.

From member’s meetings dmisiness meetingsto quarterly afternoons of
prayer, worship, testimony and discernment about mmistry & mission

Frommembershipto partnership

Fromlowest common denominator facilities, practices antlospitality to
culturally and demographically appropriate faciliti es, practices and
hospitality

From a church that lives in thmast/presentto a church that lives in the
present/future.

From asmall impact upon our local communityto becoming an integral
part of our local community and impacting our city in the name of Jesus
Christ.

My prayer is that together with God as our guidé sinength we will continue to
advance the kingdom of God in Devonport and beybridging many to know Jesus
as Lord and Saviour.

Pastor Scott



Attachment: Vision and Aims - 2009

Vision Statementsdefine our purpose, but they do so in terms ofocoue values
rather than bottom line measures (values are guioitiefs about how things should
be done.) The vision communicates both the purpodevalues of who we are as
DBC within the community of Devonport and beyondr &ll who call DBC their
spiritual home, it gives direction about how Godeizding us to minister and inspires
all to give their best. Knowing and sharing ouiiaiswith others, helps to shape
peoples understanding of why they could worshipraimdster with us as God’s
church.

| believe this statement by Leith Anderson epit@sigision, he says, “Christians of
vision spend little time bemoaning the rough resdiof our world and asking “why?”
Instead, they look at the way things could bedf thurch were vital in prayer, devout
in worship, informed in Scripture, aggressive iaegelism, close in fellowship and
zealous in missions and they ask, “Why not!?”

So what does God say about vision?

When people do not accept divine guidance, theyuilch But whoever obeys the law
is happy.Prov. 29:18

We as God’s church need to be guided by the onebuhd's the church. God’s
revelation through Jesus was that He will build anstain His church and that hell
(satan) will not overcome it. Matt. 16Mbw | say to you that you are Peter,* and
upon this rockJesus) will build my church, and all the powers of HeNill not
conquer it.

Even though Jesus was proclaiming Petie fock, that he would be the key leader
in the Jerusalem church, it's upon Jesus, as alrand fortress, that the church is
built. (1Peter 2:6-8, 1Cor.10:4)

“Divine guidancg is also translated as, vision or revelation.bBoguided divinely, to
understand God’s revelation and to know His viserHis church is vital. As
individuals and as a body of believers we must seekfollow God’s direction or
we’ll merely be doing what we want out of disobextie and selfishness.

As we consider God'’s vision for our church, | bedi@ur aims should not be viewed
in a lineal way, but as a cyclical process as shoglaw.

Com

If we look at our aims from a lineal perspectivaes below) there is a danger of
believing that once we’'ve discovered we will becameé once we've become we’ll
communicate and that once we’ve communicated Weiighed. There is a sense of
obvious start and finish.



Discover mo————— Become mo———————Communicate

| don’t believe that God works in such isolated andfined ways. God knows
intimately each and every one of his creationsawbrdingly knows that everyone is
different. 1Cor. 12:@here are different ways God works in our liveg,ibis the

same God who does the work through all of us

By seeing God'’s vision for our church in a cyclicghy, always developing and
growing as God directs, we ensure that DBC willdpeeffective, fruit producing,
disciple making, church.

What does it mean tDiscover Jesus? For all Christians, discovering Jesus bexgn
we, through the Holy Spirit's enabling power, realiour separated, sinful state, that
God’s judgement of sin is eternal punishment arad e need to confess our sin
through faith and trust in Jesus as our SaviourLamd.

Titus 3:5He saved us, not because of the good things webdidbecause of his
mercy. He washed away our sins and gave us a riewhliough the Holy Spirit.*
6 He generously poured out the Spirit upon us bseaof what Jesus Christ our
Savior did. 7 He declared us not guilty becausdisfgreat kindness. And now we
know that we will inherit eternal lif¢NLT)

For many this may have happened many years agdoarsbme not long ago. No
matter when you discovered freedom from sin in gde8@rist, the process of
discovering more and more about God continuesullliges as we run the race set
before us.

2Peter 12 May God bless you with his special favor and wohdgreace as you
come to know Jesus, our God and Lord,* better atteb 3 As we know Jesus better,
his divine power gives us everything we need fandi a godly life. He has called us
to receive his own glory and goodness!

By then continuing to grow and develop as Chrispanple our discovery of Jesus as
our saviour becomes more meaningful and powerful.

Romans 1 16 For | am not ashamed of this Good News aboutsCHt is the power
of God at work, saving everyone who believes—Jestsahd also Gentiles. 17 This
Good News tells us how God makes us right in lgistsiThis is accomplished from
start to finish by faith. As the Scriptures sayt 18 through faith that a righteous
person has life.”

As we themDiscover Jesus, it's only natural that we sholdcomemore like
Christ.
Romans 510 For since we were restored to friendship withd®y the death of his
Son while we were still his enemies, we will caltaibe delivered from eternal
punishment by his life. 11 So now we can rejoiceunwonderful new relationship
with God—all because of what our Lord Jesus Chrest done for us in making us
friends of God.
Romans 6 1 Well then, should we keep on sinning so that €mdshow us more and
more kindness and forgiveness? 2 Of course noteSie have died to sin, how can
we continue to live in it? 3 Or have you forgotteat when we became Christians
and were baptized to become one with Christ Jegeglied with him? 4 For we died
and were buried with Christ by baptism. And justClsist was raised from the dead
by the glorious power of the Father, now we alsy hae new lives.
5 Since we have been united with him in his deat¢hwill also be raised as he was.
6 Our old sinful selves were crucified with Chigst that sin might lose its power in
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our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. 7 Foewkve died with Christ we were set
free from the power of sin. 8 And since we diedh @hrist, we know we will also
share his new life. 9 We are sure of this becausesCrose from the dead, and he
will never die again. Death no longer has any poweer him. 10 He died once to
defeat sin, and now he lives for the glory of G&d.So you should consider
yourselves dead to sin and able to live for theygtd God through Christ Jesus

As we become more like Jesus through the powehefHoly Spirit our strength in
Christ will grow, our faith will deepen and our kmledge of God will expand. Yet all
of this is for God’s glory and the growth of Hisngdom through His Church. Jesus’
teaching in Matthew 5-7 expounds the desires afslés those who say they are his
followers. Jesus begins with a challenge to bectffe, Matt. 5:13-16 and finishes
with a challenge to listen to his teaching, Mai24727.

If we are truly to become Christ like, we must baders of God’s holy word and then
do as it instructs.

Psalm 32 8 The Lord says, “l will guide you along the beattpvay for your life.

| will advise you and watch over you. 9 Do notike h senseless horse or mule

that needs a bit and bridle to keep it under calitro

2 Corinthians 318 And all of us have had that veil removed so thatcae be
mirrors that brightly reflect* the glory of the Ldr And as the Spirit of the Lord
works within us, we become more and more like mdraflect his glory even more.
To be like Christ is our goal. We want to think theughts, show his attitudes, live as
he would live here on earth today. It is an awesgo®, and since we are not perfect,
that goal seems unattainable. The key is that wenar Christ, but can only hope to
be like him. While we cannot achieve perfectionri§€tthimself does promise to give
us the power for living effectively for him.

1John 23 And how can we be sure that we belong to him?oBgying his
commandments. 4 If someone says, “I belong to Godf doesn’'t obey God’s
commandments, that person is a liar and does metih the truth. 5 But those who
obey God’s word really do love him. That is the waiknow whether or not we live in
him. 6 Those who say they live in God should hegr tives as Christ did

In Becoming more like Christ, being His followers, His dis@pl| His church, we
must obey Jesus’ teaching. Jesus consistently taughcommunicated God to the
world so that people would know and understand &obdaracter.

John 1:18 No one has ever seen God. But his only Son,jsMhionself God,* is near
to the Father’s heart; he has told us about him.

As God communicates to us, through creation, tHg bible and especially through
His son Jesus Christ, so we also neecCéammunicate Jesus’ love, as expressed
through the cross.

Romans 1013 For “Anyone who calls on the name of the Lort e saved.”

14 But how can they call on him to save them urtlesg believe in him? And how
can they believe in him if they have never heamualhim? And how can they hear
about him unless someone tells them? 15 And holwangione go and tell them
without being sent? That is what the Scripturesmm&hen they say, “How beautiful
are the feet of those who bring good news!™*

Acts 1:8 But when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, ydueeeive power and will
tell people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, tfitrout Judea, in Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.”

There are many verse that express the need to coivael the truth of the gospel,
yet for many of God’s churches, communicating Jelew® is the lowest priority or
not done at all. | believe that as we step ouaithfand obedience, trusting the power
of God in our lives, too communicate Jesus’ lové m@come more and more natural.
You don’t have to be an evangelist to communicasug’ love. You don’t have to be
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perfectly articulate, there’s a multitude of waysatt we as God’s church can
communicate to the community of Devonport that Goneks them. The apostle Paul
put’s it like this inActs 2026 Let me say plainly that | have been faithful. dte’s
damnation can be blamed on me,* 27 for | didn'tiskifrom declaring all that God
wants for you.

God has given us the responsibility and the pélef telling others about him. We
should share it with delight and enthusiasm bec#usaot only Good News, but the
Greatest News. It's also Jesus’ command to ussasptks, that wgo and tell others,
not that we wait until others come to us.

Matthew 28: 18 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have bgmen complete
authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore,agol make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fathett the Son and the Holy Spirit.
20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the comdsbhave given you. And be sure
of this: | am with you always, even to the enchefdge

Discovering, Becoming and Communicating Jesus o tinuum until our Lord
returns or we go home to our Lord. As we discovaranabout Jesus and God’s
redemptive work, we should naturally become moke |Christ and therefore
communicate with others our understanding of Je&sisve continue to communicate
with more and more people so we discover even moreGod’s faithfulness and
become more mature Christians and so the cyclencmst

| would ask that we pray and journey together asdigeover, understand and
implement God’s vision for Devonport Baptist Church

In His service

Pastor Scott



